
Peter Schubert has a
remarkable talent for
drawing different
technologies together
to produce simple but
effective solutions to
production problems.

c o m p a n y  p r o f i l e

If parody is the greatest form of flat-
tery, then Peter Schubert has to
rank among the furniture industry’s

most lauded luminaries. He knows the
industry inside out, upside down and
backwards. He’s been going to the
Hannover fair since he was five. And
he is credited with a string of inven-
tions and industry firsts as long as the
sleeve on a tailor-made shirt.

Back in 1964, it was Peter who intro-
duced the Bondfast, the first through-
feed press with a practical belt system.
A few years later, he brought Tor-
wegge, Stefani, Nottmeier and
Wemhöner handling equipment to-
gether in the first automatic, linked line
in the UK and, he recalls, “caused the
longest strike in the history of the furni-
ture industry” when the cabinet-
makers’ and joiners’ unions couldn’t
agree on who should be responsible for
it. In the early seventies, he introduced
the first CNC point-to-point router to
the UK, then, a few years later, he es-
tablished the strip system for panel
production, now the cornerstone of flat
pack manufacturing. More recently, it’s
Peter’s company, Schubert Technical
Services, that has pioneered and popu-
larised the ubiquitous Schubox catalytic
infra red conversion curing system. 

Asked about other inventions, he re-
sponds candidly: “There are probably a
few more in there I’ve forgotten.”
There’s no hint of arrogance in his tone;
indeed, quite the opposite. “You can
never invent anything,” he adds. “It’s al-

ready been done. You can see things,
combine them with things that other
people have done and market them
before anyone else does but that’s
about all.”

Peter’s ability to draw technologies
from different industries and provide
simple solutions to complex production
problems is quite remarkable. Excep-
tional, even. And it was just such a
combination of elements and technolo-
gies that resulted in the introduction of
perhaps his most successful industry
first around the turn of the millennium:
the aptly named Schubox.

This remarkable piece of kit holds
the solution to drying and curing in the
wettest of wet climates, reducing
drying times from hours to just min-
utes. Literally. 

Since its introduction to the UK
market the Schubox has found diverse,
industry-wide applications, drying
water-based adhesives for membrane
pressing, removing water from lac-
quers, even reducing the curing time of
gel coats on shower trays and con-
verting acrid styrene fumes and VOCs
into water vapour and carbon dioxide.
There is no finer curing system for use
with powder coatings on temperature-
sensitive substrates such as MDF,
Peter maintains, and the success of
the Schubox - there are now over one
hundred in operation - extends through
the UK to Holland, Norway, Italy, the
Czech Republic, Poland, even Bulgaria.
And some of its greatest admirers
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Left: Pinétum’s Schubox dries assembled
chairs and tables straight off a six-axis robot.
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have purchased multiple Schuboxes:
An ardent fan of the Schubox, Tony

Churchill, now the managing director of
YP Furniture in Gainsborough, pur-
chased two when he was at Jentique.
“We bought three for a new finishing
line at YP, two more for intermediate
drying, then a full blown Schubox with
automatic doors, conveyors and the
lot,” he explains. “We also bought one
for manufacturing in Poland.

“We couldn’t afford the space a
long, warm air drying oven takes up.
The Schubox does the same job in a
fraction of the time and takes up a
fraction of the space. 

“We have halved our work in
progress, eliminated packaging
damage and we can identify quality
problems much quicker. We can also
respond quicker to customer orders -
it takes only three hours from white
wood to vehicle - and if something
gets dropped during the loading we
can quickly get a replacement finished
and on the wagon.”

Tony is just as complimentary about
the inventor and the service provided
by Schubert Technical Services: “The
technical expertise is very good, they
will tailor-make to suit production
needs and the site engineers are
willing to accommodate our timetable.” 
The Schubox, however, like its in-
ventor, never stands still. Just as his
would-be competitors threaten to
make up ground, Peter leaps ahead

again. There are now three versions of
the Schubox - Schushine, the portable
version, the Schubox Lite, an inexpen-
sive no frills version for basecoating,
and the Schubox itself. 

The Schubox in particular has seen
many developments since its intro-
duction. “We’ve changed the sizes by
using vertical elements of 1.1 metres
in width enabling the box lengths to
be easily variable” recalls Peter.
“We’ve introduced a more efficient
catalytic emitter which saves energy
and, by emitting a longer wave
length, gives better curing from the
inside to the outside and we’ve dif-
ferent designs to cope with different
production requirements.”

Among the growing list of options
are flat bed conveyor systems for
processing of panels and fascias in a
continuous system, finger trollerys
and drag chain systems, ninety de-
gree systems which accommodate
very specific space requirements,
even systems with auto-feeds and
electronic doors for those who wish to
cure assembled carcases. 

And as we discussed material for
this short article, the man who, with all
modesty, claimed not to be an inventor
was already hinting at designs for an-
other remarkable breakthrough which
would revolutionise the industry about
which he is so passionate. But for news
of that you will need to be patient. 

At least until Ligna in May. ◆

Right: The double length Schubox at
Havelock Europa has a pre flash off chamber

and a six section box. It processes a load
every five minutes.

Below: Two Schubox Lites are used by YP
Furniture for intermediate drying.

Below: YP Furniture’s top coat line has an
automatic throughfeed conveyor and electric

doors.
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